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APPENDIX G

NEWS STORIES

The majority of media coverage surrounding the fall 1998 200 East Area biological vector
contamination event was local, although there was considerable interest and coverage from
regional and national media as well.

The issue received a great deal of attention locally, because of the offsite contamination of refuse
at the City of Richland Landfill and because of the worker bringing home contamination on his
socks.  The finding of contamination outside the Hanford Site boundary was obviously of
interest to the surrounding communities, as was the phenomenon of radioactive insects and the
possibility that they could carry radiation off Site.

The regional and national exposure given this event focused almost exclusively on the insects.
The media began to take notice via the Associated Press, in part because of some science fiction
references in some of the early local print stories.

Although the science fiction references may have been a bit misleading, the overwhelming
majority of local, regional, and national media coverage was accurate and fair.  Nearly every
piece published on the subject contained statements regarding the lack of a serious health threat
and the attempts that the Site was making to correct the problem.

The following pages are copies of all the news stories that the Hanford Site is aware of from both
the public, commercial media and the Hanford Site plant newspaper.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:

Radioactive ants no work of science fiction Tri-City Herald  09-29-98
Radioactive socks found in Hanford worker’s home Tri-City Herald  10-01-98
Hanford puzzled by radioactive garbage bin Tri-City Herald  10-02-98
Hanford digs for more off-site radiation Tri-City Herald  10-06-98
Fruit flies suspects in Hanford contamination Tri-City Herald  10-07-98
Hanford trash being removed from Richland Tri-City Herald  10-08-98
Radiation bugging Hanford Spokesman Review (Spokane)  10-08-98
Hanford hot spots blamed on radioactive bugs Seattle Post-Intelligencer  10-08-98
Richland wants transfer station built at Hanford Tri-City Herald  10-10-98
Hanford works to trap contaminated bugs Tri-City Herald  10-13-98
Insects spread radiation on nuclear reservation Arizona Republic  (no date)
Radioactive Bugs Found at Nuke Site Washington Post (Internet)  10-21-98
More Hanford workers tested for exposure to

radioactivity carried by fruit flies, gnats Tri-City Herald  10-22-98
Two more contaminated flies found miles from

suspected Hanford origin Tri-City Herald  11-03-98
Contaminated fly found near trash bin came from B Plant Tri-City Herald  11-05-98
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Hanford digs up backup landfill, collector Tri-City Herald  11-13-98
Radioactive reading in trash tied to potassium 40 in bag Tri-City Herald  11-14-98
Richland, DOE reach deal on dumping Tri-City Herald  12-06-98
Hanford to resume dumping in Richland Tri-City Herald  12-09-98

HANFORD REACH ARTICLES (WEEKLY PLANT NEWSPAPER):

10-19-98 All-out effort stems spread of contamination

10-26-98 Contamination spread episode winding down

11-09-98 Another contaminated fruit fly

11-16-98 Contract signed for trash disposal services

01-04-99 200 Area contamination spread contained
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Dan Brush, left, and Dave Phipps, Fluor Daniel Hanford health physics technicians assigned to
DynCorp Tri-Cities Services, survey and remove contaminated waste from the Richland City Landfill.

Michele Gerber

Fluor Daniel Hanford

The spread of low-level contamination outside ra-
diation control zones on the Hanford Site and in the
Richland City Landfill continued to make news last
week, but a massive effort to understand and control
the spread began to pay off.

Additional contamination was found in food waste
in Hanford’s trash at the city landfill. Once again, the
contamination was low-level, beta-emitting, and prin-
cipally from strontium-90. Excavation at the landfill
was completed late Monday, and more than 200 tons
of solid waste was boxed, returned to the Hanford Site
and placed in low-level waste burial grounds in the
200 West Area.

On Tuesday, Hanford workers replaced and capped
the solid waste in the city landfill that was disturbed in
the excavation of Hanford trash. If city and site offi-
cials determine there is any possibility that more con-
tamination could exist in the landfill, a “geo-probe”
will be used to test areas before they are disturbed.

All-out effort stems spread of contamination

Continued  on next page
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found on the traps varied from less than 5,000 to about
400,000 disintegrations per minute (dpm).

Of the 11 traps in the 10-acre area that is roped off
south of B Plant, only four captured contaminated
flies, and no traps outside that area yielded contami-
nated flies.

Radiological control
Fogging with malathion in the affected area contin-

ued after hours and on weekends, and surveying of
site dumpsters continues. Two additional contami-
nated dumpsters were found Oct. 12 near the PUREX
plant and the AW Tank Farm just southeast of the
closed-off area. Those dumpsters had contaminated
spots reading 10,000 dpm and 40,000 dpm.

At press time Thursday, 23 contaminated spots had
been found—many on dumpsters—and the waste was
taken to site burial grounds. Within the dumpsters, the
contamination was found mostly on food waste, while
a few spots were fixed contamination.

Levels of radioactivity on the food, the dumpsters
and some locations in and near trailers just south of
B Plant varied from 10,000 to 700,000 dpm, and con-
sisted of beta-emitting radioactivity mostly compris-
ing strontium-90. Shoulder-to-shoulder surveys by ra-
diological control technicians also were conducted
across the 10-acre affected area in an effort to shrink
the area and hone in on the contamination source.

Bioassays have been extended to nuclear operators
and radiological control technicians who worked in
the 241-ER-152 diversion box in late September. Bio-
assays on workers have shown no uptake of radioac-
tivity. Stations where workers can obtain personal sur-
veys were reported in electronic messages to
employees, and are listed below.

Solid waste team
The Solid Waste sub-team of the integrated action

team continued efforts last week to contact any ven-
dors or other persons who may have been in the af-

fected area south of B Plant in recent weeks. On-site
trash is being collected and taken to the low-level
burial grounds in 200 West. A new state permit allows
a total of 50 loads of trash to be taken there.

“Disposal in burial grounds is not an ideal solution
long-term, because it is expensive and it takes up valu-
able space needed for Hanford’s cleanup mission,”
said Mecca, Shoup and Frix in an all-employee mes-
sage. “For this reason, the team continues to plan for
trash-surveying methods that will be acceptable to the
City of Richland, so that we can resume site solid
waste disposal in the city landfill.”

Health and safety
The three Hanford officials directing the action team

emphasized that they “remain committed to the prin-
ciples with which we began this investigation. Fore-
most among those commitments is the fact that the
health and safety of our employees, and of the citizens
of the region surrounding the Hanford Site, come first.

“No contamination outside of radiation control
zones is acceptable, and we have zero tolerance for
any contamination spreads. We will continue to inves-
tigate the source or sources of contamination, and we
will work until all contamination is controlled and
confined.

“We value our partnership with the city of Richland,
and we want to be sure that this episode concludes in a
manner that satisfies the city and allows us to share a
positive future.” ■

Meetings are being held with city officials to establish
a path forward for resuming garbage disposal in the
city landfill.

“While we believe the contaminated solid waste epi-
sode we have just experienced is winding down to a
successful conclusion, we will not be satisfied until
the City of Richland tells us that it is satisfied,” said
Jim Mecca of DOE Richland, Bob Shoup of Fluor
Daniel Hanford and Bob Frix of DynCorp Tri-Cities
Services in a joint message to Hanford employees.

“The city is engaged in many active and farsighted
pursuits on behalf of citizens. It is deeply committed
to selective industrial recruitment and business devel-
opment,” the message stated. “We support and ap-
plaud the City of Richland in those efforts, and we are
committed to doing everything we can to preserve a
civic image that is conducive to economic growth.”

Mecca is deputy assistant manager for Transition
Projects with the DOE Richland Operations Office.
Shoup is vice president for Environment, Safety,
Health and Quality for FDH, and Bob Frix is presi-
dent and general manager of DynCorp Tri-Cities
Services.

Flies contained
In perhaps the most positive discovery of the week,

Hanford’s integrated action team confirmed that no
contaminated flies or gnats had been found outside the
10-acre area south of B Plant where they were first
discovered. The finding reinforced the belief that the
insects were confined to a relatively small, isolated
area 40 kilometers (25 miles) north of the Tri-Cities,
and that no fruit crops in the region had been affected.

About a hundred fly traps shaped like large mayon-
naise jars were baited with pieces of fruit and taken
out of service as soon as they captured a significant
number of insects. They consisted of 12 sets of traps
around various border and interior areas of the
Hanford Site, as well as a cluster of six traps at the
Richland City Landfill. The levels of contamination
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Michele Gerber

Fluor Daniel Hanford

Hanford Site officials closely moni-
toring the recent contamination
spreads outside radiation control ar-
eas are optimistic that the situation is
under control.

“Our main concern has always been
providing a safe and healthy environ-
ment for workers, site visitors and
vendors, and the public,” said Bob
Shoup, vice president of Environ-
ment, Safety, Health and Quality with
Fluor Daniel Hanford. Shoup led the
integrated team that directed the ac-
tivities of three teams specially
formed to respond when the contami-
nation spreads were first detected in
late September. A special “situation
room” dedicated to the response ef-
fort was deactivated as of Oct. 15, al-
though the teams continue to func-
tion.

Contamination spread episode winding down

Health physics technicians, from left, Eric Alberty, Patricia Perkins and
Loris Heller perform a shoulder-to-shoulder survey in the area that was
closed off south of B Plant.

98100151-2

While multiple traps for flying in-
sects remain in place throughout the
site, the traps in areas around the site
have demonstrated no contaminated
flies or gnats since Oct. 8. Contami-
nated flies were found only in the 10-
acre radiological buffer area just
south of B Plant. But contaminated
flies have been found as recently as
Oct. 15 inside an underground valve
box near B Plant. This concrete struc-
ture, 241-ER-152, remains sealed, but
was opened under controlled condi-
tions to allow access to pest-control
specialists.

The 10-acre radiological buffer area
that had been posted and barricaded
south of B Plant in the 200 East Area
was released to normal operations as
of Oct. 19. That area was sprayed
with malathion during the weekend of
Oct. 17-18 before it was reopened.

Continued  on next page
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Approximately 18 mobile offices
and metal storage boxes within the
10-acre area remain posted under ra-
diological control regulations, pend-
ing detailed surveying. As a precau-
tion, the number of workers taking
bioassay tests to check for possible
contamination uptake was expanded
to 104. As of press time last Thurs-
day, 62 results of these tests had been
returned. All of the results were nega-
tive, except for those of one indi-
vidual who tested positive at an ex-
tremely low level for strontium-90
early in the bioassay program. This
may be a “false positive,” and the in-
dividual is being retested.

Trash diverted
Disposal of the ordinary trash gen-

erated daily across the Hanford Site
continued in low-level burial grounds
in the 200 West Area. Deliveries of
such solid waste to the Richland City
Landfill were stopped as of Sept. 30.
City and Department of Energy offi-
cials are meeting daily to try to reach
agreement on conditions that could
allow resumption of solid waste de-
liveries to the city. Under the current
permit obtained from state health offi-
cials, site trash can continue to go to
Hanford burial grounds until a vol-
ume limit of 50 loads is reached.
DOE expects to reach that limit
sometime in late fall, but hopes to
have a plan for off-site disposal be-
fore that time.

Dumpsters on site have been sur-
veyed by health physics technicians
and marked with the survey dates.

Employees can feel free to dispose of
trash in all marked dumpsters. Con-
taminated dumpsters have been
staged at burial grounds in 200 West.

According to Jim Mecca, DOE
Richland’s deputy assistant manager
for Facility Transition Programs, is-
sues under discussion with the City of
Richland include surveying methods
and duration for site trash, and other
terms and conditions of the waste dis-
posal contract.

“The DOE has a commitment to be
a good neighbor in the Hanford re-
gion, and we intend to live up to
that,” Mecca said. “We value our part-
nership with the City of Richland,
and we know that, fundamentally, we
all want the same things—a positive
future that includes economic growth
and a positive regional image.”

Already, pickup of paper waste and
scrap metal for recycling has re-
started across the site, and the pickup
of cardboard for recycling has re-
sumed everywhere except on the 200
Area plateau (in and between 200
East and 200 West). Pickups of wood
scraps and other construction debris
remain on hold.

Mecca, who has spent 14 years at
Hanford, took a few minutes to re-
flect on the uniqueness of the con-
tamination spreads experienced in
 recent weeks. “We’ve never had any-
thing like this before,” he said, “but
I’m extremely proud of the response
capabilities demonstrated by every-
one involved. First of all, I’m proud
of our radiological control people

who detected the spots of contamina-
tion. In my opinion, that quick detec-
tion ought to give ample reassurance
to everyone that we do control con-
tamination every day, and that any
spread outside of a controlled area is
extremely rare.”

Proud of teams
Bob Frix, president and general

manager of DynCorp Tri-Cities Ser-
vices, the FDH subcontractor tasked
with refuse disposal and manage-
ment, is likewise proud of the teams
involved in the response to the con-
tamination anomalies. “I’ve had many
messages from people saying that
they felt reassured by the frequent
and open communication,” Frix said.
“The fact that we were willing to
publish the exact locations and levels
of contamination allowed people to
have confidence that we knew what
we were dealing with and that we
didn’t have a site-wide problem.”

Shoup, whose marathon days and
nights managing the overall response
earned him a reputation for credibility
and accessibility, said, “This episode
had the potential to cause a wide-
spread loss of trust for the Hanford
Site with workers and the public. We
recognized that, and made an all-out
effort to respond in such a way as to
earn back that trust. Nothing less
would have been acceptable, and I
think we met the high standard to
which the people of this site and this
region have a right to hold us.”

Tasks remaining before the entire

event can close include finding a path
forward for Hanford’s everyday solid
waste, surveying and releasing the fa-
cilities still posted as contaminated, de-
termining the source or sources of the
contamination, and developing lessons
learned useful to other situations.

Determining the source is expected to
take several weeks because of the need
for careful, thorough and fair investiga-
tion. Calls have been received from
around the world, inquiring about the
successful handling of this event. ■
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   A single
contami-
nated fruit
fly found
among 50
in a trap
next to a

Another contaminated fruit fly found
U.S. Ecology trash bin has been
traced to the area near B Plant where
the low-level containment problem
was first discovered. The trap is a
little more than a mile from the 10-
acre radiological buffer area.

Traces of cesium and strontium
were found on the fly, linking it to the

NOVEMBER 9, 1998

Hanford contamination problem
rather than to any operations at U.S.
Ecology.

Another speck of contamination
was found near the Canister Storage
Building, according to Bob Shoup,
Fluor Daniel Hanford vice president
for Environment, Safety, Health and

Quality. The contamination was so
slight it appears the spot is an old
one, Shoup said.

Out of 106 tests of Hanford person-
nel who may have been exposed to
the low-level contamination, 65
analyses have been completed — all
of which showed no exposure. ■
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DynCorp Tri-Cities Services, acting
for the Department of Energy’s
Richland Operations Office, signed a
contract last week with Basin Dis-
posal of Pasco to remove and dispose
of Hanford solid waste in an off-site
location. The firm will be an “alternate
source” to remove and dispose of
wastes generated when the landfill
maintained by the City of Richland is
inaccessible to DOE and its contractors.

The contract applies to non-hazard-
ous, non-radioactive wastes generated
as everyday refuse at the Hanford
Site. Delivery of such wastes to the
Richland City Landfill was stopped
Sept. 30, when radioactive contami-
nation was discovered on some food
wastes and garbage dumpsters in
Hanford’s 200 East Area. Since that
time, about 25 loads of solid waste
have been disposed of in low-level
burial grounds in the 200 West Area.
About 210 tons of garbage were re-
moved from the Richland landfill and
brought back to Hanford in early

October.

As part of the new contract,
DynCorp has agreed to take “all rea-
sonable measures” to prevent noncon-
forming wastes from reaching Basin
Disposal’s transfer station in Pasco or
disposal sites in the region. Principal
among those measures is a supple-
mentary waste monitoring program
that began last Wednesday. All every-
day solid waste generated at the site,
about 5-7 tons per day, is being
spread out and surveyed by health
physics technicians working in the
4843 Building in the northwest corner
of the 400 Area. Site dumpsters and
garbage trucks also are being surveyed.

After an initial 30-day period in
which all solid waste will be sur-
veyed, a graded approach will be ap-
plied. Site facilities have been
grouped into four categories based on
locations and processes. The deter-
mining factor is the likelihood or
probability of radioactive contamina-
tion of refuse.

About 13 percent of site facilities
— including the Volpentest HAM-
MER training facility, for example —

were grouped in Category 1. These
facilities use no radioactive materials
and are thought to have the lowest
risk of generating any contaminated
refuse. After the initial 30-day survey
period, the solid waste from these fa-
cilities will be surveyed just once a
year. Dumpsters from facilities in
Category 2, comprising about 60 per-
cent of the site, will be surveyed
quarterly, and about 10 percent of the
refuse loads from this category will
be inspected on an ongoing basis.
Dumpsters from facilities in Catego-
ries 3 and 4, about 27 percent of the
site, will be surveyed monthly on an
ongoing basis. Dumpsters from the
Plutonium Finishing Plant will be in-
spected each time they are emptied.

Negotiations between the City of
Richland and DOE-RL continue in an
effort to reach agreement that will al-
low resumption of regular solid waste
deliveries from the Hanford Site to
the city landfill. A graded approach
and other compromise measures are
being discussed in those negotiations.

Fruit flies and gnats are believed to
have transported contamination from

Contract signed for trash disposal services
sources near B Plant in the 200 East
Area to at least 26 locations in late Sep-
tember and October. Most of the con-
tamination was found on food waste
and dumpsters and in flying-
insect traps, mobile offices and some
construction shops in a 10-acre area just
south of B Plant. However, two spots of
contamination were detected in the 200
West Area, and one was found at the
U.S. Ecology site just over two miles
from B Plant.

Most recently, two dead flies with
beta/gamma contamination were found
last week in the 2247-B ironworkers
shop in 200 East. Two dead contami-
nated flies were found in the same loca-
tion on Nov. 6. The office area of 2247-
B has been posted as a radiological
buffer area.

Bioassay tests were conducted on
106 employees. Of those, results have
come back on 95 and all show nega-
tive exposure.

More information can be found on
the Hanford Web site at http://www.
hanford.gov/safety/conspread/
index.html. ■

NOVEMBER 16, 1998
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